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In 1958, upstream on a big river, a young boy named Yucha lives in a
mountain village with his father, who works in forestry, his ailing mother,
and his grandmother. Every year, their family is threatened by the floods
caused by typhoons, possibly worsened by deforestation. \
During summer vacation, a traveling kamishibai storyteller arrives in the
village. The story he tells is a local legend—a tragic love tale between a
village girl, Oyo, and a woodturner named Saku, who roams the mountains.
Heartbroken by their doomed love, Oyo throws herself into a deep blue pool
in the mountains. Since then, it is said that once every few decades, a
terrible flood occurs, as if her tears overflow. )

Experiencing a strange connection between the kamishibai tale and his own
life, Yucha becomes determined to protect his family from the floods and to
free Qyo's soul from her sorrow. Following an ancient legend, he embarks on

a journey upstream, to the deep blue pool hidden in the mountains,
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T, Written and Directed by Masakazu Kaneko
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Original story "NAGARAGAWA STAND BY ME 1950" by Yuhachi Matsuda
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Takayama A 7 | Vit ~2 The feature film “River Returns” was shot entirely in
< 2.) = ;) / Gifu, the land of crystal clear streams.
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. VS sz-{ )5” e 6 reflected in the eyes of a young boy, Yucha.
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used as the home where Oyo lives.
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l?rﬁiggjfeo??:ll(gzzaé?l}m mountains that Yuchais - ° The blue pool which received Oyo's sorrow lies
' ° along the Kanzaki River in the Miyama Gorge,
: A Iegenq about a golden rooster and a woman from : ® where it springs forth from the earth.
the capital has been passed down at Keimei Falls. = °
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Yiicha ventures down a path even adults fear. ° N P e L ey
This scene was filmed at Gujo Limestone Cave, The entrance to the mysterious world was filmed at Jaana., Yucha exits the cave and sees a flowing waterfall. ° & el ARAAR °
one of Japan's three great spring waters. - 3 This limestone cave is associated with a legend of a giant The monk who founded Mount Hakusan is said to have ° Suhara Shrine, established in 721, stands along the Nagara River.
EfRizft 88 serpent, and its water is used for sake brewing. performed a ritual purification under this waterfall. ©  Theriverside visible from there is where the story of Oyo and Saku begins.
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