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Sekigahara, The Crossroads of the Nation

Sekigahara was the site of a major battle during the Jinshin War of 672,
but is best remembered as the scene of one of the biggest samurai battles
ever, the Battle of Sekigahara, fought in 1600 between a nation torn in two.
The battle saw around 160,000 samurai on and around the strategic pass,
with many thousands killed in six hours of close, intensive fighting. Despite
greater numbers and better strategic positions, the Western forces, lead by
Ishida Mitsunari, lost, in part due to the defection of a large regiment of
Western troops at the critical moment. Victory for Tokugawa leyasu, his
investiture as Shogun and the founding of the Edo period lead to 260 years of
relative peace and self-imposed isolation during which Japan's culture was
further developed and preserved. Sekigahara is where the cultures of
Japan's east and west merge. For that reason, Sekigahara is considered to be
where modern day Japan was forged.
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Blessed with the clear waters and superior materials, up to the
present day

Mino washi boasts a history and a tradition of more than 1,300 years and has a fine fiber texture that is
highly regarded as beautiful and robust. The skill of the artisan is evident in each wonderful sheet of
painstakingly formed washi.
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