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Yaotsu City is a unique place of memory dedicated to Japanese diplomat
Chiune Sugihara, who served as vice consul in Kaunas, Lithuania. During
the Second World War, Sugihara helped six thousand Jews flee Europe by
issuing transit visas to them that they could travel through Japanese
territory.

The Lithuanian Parliament has approved an initiative to name 2020 the Year
of Chiune Sugihara. Next year will mark the 80th anniversary of the
Japanese diplomat’ s noble work while he resided in Kaunas. It will also
be a great chance to celebrate his 120th birthday.

The Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games are a great chance to increase
knowledge about Chiune Sugihara among Japanese people.

I look forward to carrying the sacred flame of the Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic Games, which are a festival of peace, into Gifu Prefecture, the
land of Chiune Sugihara.
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